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Collaborative Scotland Announces Speakers and Programme for Day of 

Dialogue on 4 September 

Collaborative Scotland has announced a Day of Dialogue for Scotland in the lead up to the 

referendum. It will take place on Thursday 4 September, exactly two weeks prior to the vote itself.  

Among those lined up to participate are Douglas Alexander MP, shadow foreign secretary, Andrew 
Wilson, former SNP MSP and journalist, William Ury, world-leading conflict and mediation specialist 
from the USA, David Melding AM, Deputy Presiding Officer of the Welsh Assembly, Conor Murphy, 
MP and former member of the Northern Ireland Assembly, Dan MacDonald, Founder of N56, Peter 
Lederer CBE, Chairman of Gleneagles Hotel, Jane Wood, Chief Executive of SBC, Alastair McIntosh, 
the ecologist and writer and Rev Richard Frazer, Minister of Greyfriars Kirk. 

John Sturrock QC, organiser of the event, said: “The purpose of the event is not to set out arguments 

for Yes or No. That is being done elsewhere. This is a more reflective day. We will have keynote 

conversations with some fascinating people, all of whom are committed to politics and decision-

making in this country being done really well. Our theme is collaboration. Whatever the outcome, 

this day will give us opportunities to reflect on how the referendum has been conducted and, more 

importantly now as we look forward, how we can work together afterwards.  In addition to the 

keynote conversations, we will have a series of workshops for people to discuss and explore some of 

the things that really matter to them.” 

The event, to be held at the Grassmarket Community Centre in Edinburgh, is open to all. People can 

come and go and attend for as long as they wish. A highlight is William Ury’s video link from the US, 

sponsored by Core Solutions Group. The Harvard professor and international negotiator is co-author 

of the biggest selling book on negotiation, Getting to Yes, and author of one of its follow up texts, 

The Power of a Positive No. 

Sturrock commented: “William Ury’s books provide great titles for the conversation. As an adviser to 

presidents and governments and having been involved in some of the toughest negotiations around 

the world in the past three decades, this is a real coup. 

And, at the end of the Day of Dialogue, we intend to invite people to commit to reconciliation and 

respect after the referendum, with a formal signing in Greyfriars Kirk, where so much of Scottish 

history has been shaped. 

A Midnight Vigil will conclude the day, as we anticipate the transition from September 18 to 

September 19, whatever the outcome. It seems crucial that we prepare for afterwards, and how we 

can imaginatively handle differences of view, disappointments and any concerns which are a 

hangover from events in the lead up to September 18.  

Whatever the outcome, we need to work hard to ensure that we can live well together after the 

referendum. The Day of Dialogue is an opportunity do just that.” 



 

Full details and registration at www.collaborativescotland.org/day-of-dialogue/ 

For more information contact John Sturrock at 07793 401 511 or 0131 524 8188, 

john.sturrock@core-solutions.com 

or 

Jolene Robinson at 0131 524 8188, jolene.robinson@core-solutions.com 

 

For more details about Collaborative Scotland, visit www.collaborativescotland.org.  
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